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Have You Prepared
Your Manger?
Have you ever wondered why
Christ chose to be born in a cave
and be placed, after His incarnation,
in a manger?
What wasn’t He born in a house,
even if it was poor and humble?
God as man in the person of
Christ came and lived on earth
humbly and undetected. But what
need did His particular mode of
birth serve? For if He was born in a
house, He would still be undetected
and still humble.
There was no place worse than a
cave and a manger, for the newborn
Messiah to see the light of day, or
the shimmer of the stars.
For any common man it would
be a shame to be born in a stable,
let alone God Himself.
Yet this is exactly what the Lord
wanted to emphasize from the
beginning: that although He was
God, He humbled Himself and took
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on a human hypostasis, and this divine
humbling is much greater than simply
a man being born inside a cold stable.
He chose to be born in a cave and
not a normal stable, to show that God
does not dwell in temples made with
hands, but in the hearts of those who
recognize their unworthiness to
receive Him and live humbly, without
boasting and self-promotion.
He chose to be placed in a manger
of irrational animals, to show us that
He came to dwell in this irrational
world, a world that has dominated
(and unfortunately still dominated) by
sin and unbelief, which is foolishness
in God’s eyes.
Amid the hubbub of the census,
accommodation for the newborn
Christ could not be found, except in
the embrace of the straw manger of
irrational animals.
And in the maelstrom of sin and
hypocrisy He was not accepted by His
chosen people, except for the few
humbled and crushed hearts of simple
fishermen, tax collectors and
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prostitutes, who had the straw of
humility and embraced Him as Master
and Savior.
He chose for all these things to take
place in this way, so that with the visit
from Magi it would not be obvious
who the King was.
These distant visitors bypassed the
person of Herod and every earthly
glory and dignity and, these wise men
according to the world, came to offer
their gifts to Him Who deserves all
glory and honor and worship, the
obscure infant, the pre-eternal God.
In the modern hubbub, in the
dizziness of the preparation of various
dishes and sweets, in the irrationality
of worldly events, He will again
remain outside of human activities.
He will look again for some dark
cave of self-knowledge, which has a
manger of humility with a little straw
of genuine love, and there He will rest
in the hearts of certain people who
will live once again this year in the
great Mystery of the Divine
Incarnation and they will secretly

Youth, 8
Greek School, 9
Cretan Glendi, 10
Upcoming Events, 11

4

Lorem Ipsumyour Manger?
Prepared
(Continued)

chant, along with the Angels, the
“Glory to God in the Highest…”
For two thousand years He is
doing exactly the same thing, every
day and every hour:
He is looking for a Manger!
When He locates it, He will
remain there, and He is saddened
when He sees that He is absent.
For several years, this is my
anxiety, that is, if I have required
humility for a manger in the cave of
my heart, and if I have adorned it
enough with the straw of true
humility.
Really, have you prepared your
Manger?
Written by Fr. Cherubim Veletza
on Mystagogy

Holy Cross
Christmas Tree Success!
The Youth Council
again sold Christmas
Trees to benefit its
various ministries.
Proceeds help offset
costs for volleyball,
basketball, dance and
youth retreats.
Through the hard
work of Konstantine
Salmas, over 300 trees
were sold to Holy
Cross parishioners and
the greater Bay Area.
Thank you to everyone
who volunteered!
Holy Cross, Belmont
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Studies of the Faith
By Konstantine Salmas

Helen is going to ask a question. We’re about an hour into the
evening. I look around at the faces. I have consistently been, once a week
in the library, looking at some of them for nearly ten years. They stand
out to me now. Helen asks her question. “I need some explanation on the
gospel reading from Sunday.” One or two hands are raised. I think they
have suggestions on some explanation. The right side of the table includes
a couple who will be married in a couple of months. They are mostly
silent. Explanations come from the table.
I am thinking about the classes now and about the people who have
come through, but for various reasons no longer attend. Some of them I
think of by name. I see Virgil, sitting quietly in the back. I see Jenny
Cladis. She sat near the front, but now I see her behind the core group
which continues week to week. They sit at the table in our library with
this year’s packets. I’ll mention more who stand around the table behind
them. The since married couples continue on by bringing themselves and
families to Divine Liturgy.
The material is consistent. People enter at various times and attach
themselves to the material. We read answers to questions. Last year we
included reading from St. Hilary of Poitiers, of the fourth century. Here
he speaks about Jesus, the Incarnate Lord. This is an early reflection, a
continuation of St. Paul’s wisdom and the wisdom of the Gospels. “We
ought, therefore, he[St. Paul] says, to die to our body, that we may live to
God in Christ Jesus, Who after the assumption of our body of sin, lives
now wholly unto God, uniting the nature He shared with us with the
participation of divine immortality.”
There are always enough snacks, including loaves of George’s
cinnamon raisin bread and whatever plates of food Mirella has decided to
bring. A page turns and someone continues to read. There is more to
hear. We have a tendency to shorten Jesus and summarize as a tidbit. We
warned away from this by St. Hilary. He writes, “Do you understand
already the Mysteries of the Apostle’s Faith? Do you think to know Christ
already?” He continues, with a challenge. “Tell me, then, Who is it Who
strips from Himself His flesh, and what is that flesh stripped off?” He
speaks of Christ’s death and Resurrection. Who is responsible for these
events?
God gives to us many points of contact with Him. What I mostly mean
by this is that we are meant to understand Him the most when we
understand the work of Christ from a liturgical perspective. Our life
becomes most Christian when we understand that we experience God the
most when we receive the Eucharist because it is to here that the Holy
Spirit guides for salvation. Our experience of Him is meant to be an
experience of Him saving us through His body and blood.
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By Mark Simon

In the year since her passing, I have not dreamt often
about Kathy, my wife of 41 years, who died a little more
than a year ago. Maybe it’s because my waking moments
are filled with thoughts of her.
But I did dream of her not too long ago. All I
remember of the dream is how glad I was to see her.
When I awakened, I realized what had always been true –
that there was never a single moment when the mere sight
of her failed to make me happy.

Kathy was a safe harbor for my heart.

The rough and tumble of daily life was smoothed and
calmed by the certain knowledge – by the fully visceral
understanding – that I was loved by someone who knew all
there was to know about me, and who would love me
nonetheless.
We always knew we were blessed to have found one
another and to have made a true marriage of shared
understandings and attitudes. We knew what marriage
meant, as captured in our vows – better or worse, sickness
and health. We cared about each other and we cared for
each other.
We knew each other and, yet, were always learning
about each other. We reveled in those things that we were
separately and the greater sum of those parts we were
together.

If God’s greatest gift to us is love, then
the greatest manifestation of love is
forgiveness.

I could proceed through my day with a confidence that
comes only from being truly and unconditionally loved.
No matter the mistakes, the lapses in judgment or
temperament, the challenges, the upsets, I could go home.
I tell you this because I was asked to write about loss. I
don’t know if I have much to offer. All I can tell you is
some of the things I have been thinking about since the day
in late May when we were told our journey at each other’s
side would be coming to an end.
It is the essence of existentialism that we acknowledge
death comes to all of us – that we are finite. The question,
then, is: What do you do with that knowledge? Some run
from it or try to push it away. Some are driven by it.
For some, a specific kind of religious faith provides the
means to cope with that reality – a concrete understanding
of God and heaven and hell.
Holy Cross, Belmont

As for me, what I don’t know is vastly greater than what
I do know. I don’t know if heaven is a place or a concept. I
don’t know what it takes to get there. I’m fine with that. I
try to live a good life because that is its own reward.
Whether there is a next life is out of my hands – it’s a
matter of faith. Like God, it is beyond my comprehension.
Through the years, Kathy and I would talk about heaven
from time to time, but the promise of a life hereafter was
not something that seemed to drive our daily behavior.
But imminent death sharpens the focus on such
matters. Late in her illness, Kathy and I were visited by
Fathers Peter and John and the subject was death and what
might be next. At our memorial services, we hear words
about being asleep with the Lord and the day to come
when all will be delivered.

Father Peter didn’t talk about that.
Instead, he talked about peace and being
free from pain and at rest.
For 23 years, Kathy had battled cancer. Through
multiple surgeries, chemotherapies, the loss of her hair,
sickness and pain, the loss of strength and the loss of
weight, Kathy refused to let her illness define her.
And when there was nothing left that could be done,
she was ready to stop fighting – to put aside the burdens of
this world and to be at peace, free from pain and to rest.
This is what Father Peter spoke to and it was a comfort
to Kathy and the end of her life was quiet and peaceful and
free of pain.
We go on, her family and I. Another grandchild is due
soon and he and his cousins will never know Kathy, except
as she lives on in her own children. That consciousness is a
comfort to me – knowing that we will keep her memory
real and tangible, not just in how we talk about her, but in
the essential part of us that remains fully her.
The loss is hard some days and less so on other days. It
will never fully heal, nor do I want it to.
I still hear her voice in my head – encouraging me,
supporting me, helping me -- and she still guides my heart
to a safe place.

And I am comforted – some days more
than others -- with the knowledge that she
is in a place of peace, free from pain and at
rest. Maybe thoughts of heaven are enough.
Cross Currents – Page 3
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Lorem Ipsum

Opening the Door To understanding God’s image
by Valerie “Vasiliki” Smith

Opening church doors can be one of the most
significant parts of attending liturgy, though I did not
learn how important this action was until reflecting
upon a compelling childhood experience. As a child, I
was always told that God was omnipresent, but I
wanted to test this statement to see if I could hide
from God.
I had associated God with the presence of light and
attempted to find places within my home which
lacked light. I decided to enter a small storage room
and upon closing the door behind me, I was met with
darkness and a startling feeling of guilt. My fear within
isolation began to intensify until I blindly reached for
the door and hurriedly stepped back into the lighted
exterior. In my childish effort I felt that I had
fractured my relationship with God, yet I had
experienced a valuable lesson: Never close the door to
God.
When we are tempted to hide in the shadows or fail
to recognize the light within our lives, we impatiently
blame God for feeling lost and spiritually shattered in
the darkness. However, God does not close doors;
closing doors is a choice that we make. The GOA’s
publication “Repentance and Confession” reveals how
prayer changes our discourse away from darkness and
influences us towards the wholeness of God’s image.
This is because reorientation or “‘metanoia’ is the
gateway to oneself, to one’s fellow man, and to
heaven. It leads inwards, but it also leads outwards by
leading inwards.”
This idea continues by focusing on the need to learn
from our challenges in order to realize that the light
which exists beyond the door is always within reach
because it is the same light that resides within
ourselves. Once opening the door, this light is
intensified and guides us out of darkness, though we
must continually seek guidance through prayer. By
doing so, we remain intrepid to the lure of repeatedly
becoming lost in the distress of obscurity.
Holy Cross, Belmont

In his book “Understanding the Greek Orthodox
Church,” Demetrios J. Constantelos stresses the
constant need for guidance because “modern man is
lost in confusion and uncertainty…. He has been
invited to appropriate the attributes of the God-man,
Christ, so that he may be transformed into the Christ
icon, or image.” Often our responsiveness to God is
similar to the formation of a mosaic, as seen in the
Hagia Sophia deesis mosaic of Christ Pantocrator.
Though the icon is missing several mosaic fragments,
the omnipotent Christ is still clearly recognized and
readily welcomes the viewer.
Prayer allows new aspects of our perception of God
to complete an increasingly vivid image before us
because we are responding back to God’s welcome. In
this process, we enter into the all-sovereign light of
Christ Pantocrator and leave behind the constraints of
darkness. When opening the door to proceed into
church, we simultaneously accept the invitation to
become part of God’s image by opening up ourselves
into a unifying spiritual dialogue. Through prayer, we
can continually let the pieces of our understanding
come into place and keep the door open to God.

Valerie attended Sunday School at Holy Cross and is the
granddaughter of Bess Malekos. She is in her junior
year, studying nursing at the University of Portland.
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THANK YOU NOTES

ONLINE GIVING

Dear. Fr. Salmas,
Because of you and the Church of the Holy Cross, local
people struggling with homelessness, hunger, and poverty
will be able to get the food, shelter, and care they need to
survive. On behalf of the board and staff of Samaritan
House, I’d like to personally thank you for the Church of
the Holy Cross’ gift of $1,500.00 from the 2015 Belmont
Greek Festival.
Thousands of people across San Mateo County come to us
each year because they don’t know how they are going to
feed their families, pay the rent, or, sometimes, where
they are going to sleep.
Contributions from you and others in the community
enable Samaritan House to bring a new level of hope,
dignity, and empowerment to people living in poverty as
we fulfill their immediate needs and guide them toward
self-reliance. Through efforts like our Financial
Empowerment Program, we are giving our clients the
tools they need to build a more promising future for
themselves and their children.
Since 1974, recognized as a role model in the community,
Samaritan House has grown to be the largest nonprofit
food distribution agency in the county. Other free services
include shelter and housing assistance; medical and dental
clinics; children’s services; personalized case management
and much more.
We’re grateful for your support to fulfill our mission to
mobilize all available resources and work hand in hand to
break the cycle of poverty – thank you again for your
generosity.

Do you make purchases online?

Sincerely,
Bart A. Charlow, LMFT
Chief Executive Officer
SAMARITAN HOUSE
Dear Father Peter,
On behalf of BCC, thank you so much for your continued
support of our mission. With your help, we continue to
transform the lives of cancer patients by providing a warm
place for support, information and community. We are
fortunate to have you as a partner and I would love to
connect at your convenience to learn more about your
wonderful church. Happy Holidays!
With gratitude,
Natalie
CANCER CONNETIONS
Holy Cross, Belmont
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Do you pay your credit card bills online?
Do you make monthly payments online?
Why not offer stewardship the same way?
Here’s why Online Giving benefits you:
• Simplifies your finances
• Accounting and crediting of your
stewardship is effortlessly recorded
• Easy to reference for tax purposes
• Reliable and safe
• With automatic giving, you can set it
and forget it!

In 2015, over $115,000 has been
collected in Stewardship through
Online Giving. Simplify your life with
this easy and innovative way to give
your stewardship. Visit
goholycross.org to begin your online
stewardship payments today!
Needed either ladies or gents to become
Church Usher's once every 6 weeks. The
Church needs your help so please step up
and volunteer.
"Everything to do with the Church is like and inner fire
enkindling us, and looking after it is the best work of
all. The humblest job, be it only to clean the floor of
the House of God should be done with reverence. For
where else can you find greater joy than in the place
where the Lord is dwelling." - St Seraphim of Sarov
Cross Currents – Page 5
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Lorem Ipsum

But where’s the bible? Part 1
by Ross Ritterman

Those who encounter Orthodoxy from other Christian
traditions may react in all sorts of different ways with
statements ranging from "hmm where's the Bible?" to "gosh
there's so much ritual" (perhaps we find ourselves saying such
things!) Some believe that among the Orthodox this ritual has
somehow overshadowed focus on the Bible, and that the Bible is
secondary if not tertiary to ritual and local traditions.
The reality is that our sacred scripture is absolutely front and
center, part of what we refer to as Holy Tradition in totality, in
each and every service in our Orthodox Liturgical day. In fact,
scholarship has shown that early Christians were initially very
self-conscious about non-biblical content having a place in the
services at all!
Let's explore some of our services and their structure to see just
how biblical our worship is:
Vespers
In monastic vigils, immediately after the priest intones the
blessing, the monks will start chanting Psalm 66: "I will go into
Your House..." while the priest is censing. This psalm also fits
appropriately with the beginning of a liturgical service when the
monks and people have assembled into the temple for the start
of worship.
This is then followed by Psalm 103, the quintessential exaltation
by King David of God's creation in which the phrase "How
Great are your works O Lord, in wisdom you have made them
all." Another tradition which is also followed in our parish on
certain great feasts is the chanting of the Anoixantaria (Ah-neexan-tar-ee-a) in which the chanters complete the Psalm by
singing the final lines of it while appending to them theological
statements about the Trinity such as "Glory to you O
beginningless Father, Glory to you O Co-eternal Son, Glory to
You O Holy Spirit, one with Them in essence and throne."
Scholars point out that there was, in the early days of the
Church, intense competition every proper theology, and that
Orthodox and heretical factions like the Arians would process
through Constantinople singing hymns that put forth their
positions on Christ and the Trinity. As it would happen, the
Orthodox processions were much more elaborate and beautiful
which also further led to the establishment of the body of
hymnography we have today, given that heretics would attempt
to use it as a kind of propaganda. Theology such as is seen here
with the Anoixantaria is perhaps one way in which the Church
worked with scripture and, through hymnology, expounded
upon it to clarify the truth of the Orthodoxy.

Also prescribed for Saturday nights and certain feasts is the
chanting from the 1st Kathisma (or division) of the Psalter which is Psalms 1 through 3, commonly called by its opening
phrase "Blessed is the man..." which contrasts the "Righteous"
with the "wicked" is in some respects instructional, entreating
the participant to be ever-vigilant. From the sermons of St. Basil
the Great that still survive, we know that Psalm 1 was a part of
the services and also was set to music from the earliest days of
the Church.

Following this is then the Psalm sung at every vespers or Psalm
140 "Lord I have cried..." In fact the entirety of this part of the
Vespers - known collectively in Greek as the Kekragaria includes additionally Psalms 141, 129 and 116. The psalm is
appropriately placed at Vespers as it speaks of "an evening
sacrifice" and thus has belonged to the Church's evening
worship from early on. This may be also called the "lamplighting psalm" (when it was at one time prescribed for an
appointment monk or cleric to light the oil lamps).
Additionally this Psalm is part of the biblical foundation for the
use of incense as part of our worship service as the psalm
continues with "Let my prayer arise as incense..." which along
with scripture from Exodus and Revelation also support the
presence of incense in our worship. At this point in the service
the deacon or priest will cense the altar and the church, all the
way to the Narthex and back. The kekragaria concludes with
hymns appropriate to the celebration which are introduced by
scriptural verses (called stichera). Musicologist Dimitri
Conomos suggests that the early church legitimized new
hymnography by introducing it with verses from the psalms.
Vespers eventually concludes with the Priest or Hierarch
reading the Song of Simeon, a direct biblical quotation from
Luke 2:29-2:32, "Lord, now let your servant depart..."
referring to Jesus's Presentation in the Temple and
appropriately continues the theme of the revelation of God to
us in Christ - just as we begin the service beholding God's
wonder through his Creation we have concluded it with the
direct encounter of Christ, the fulfillment of the Old
Testament.
In the next installment, we'll explore some of our other
liturgical services and see the other ways that scripture is indeed
a constant component of our tradition.
TO BE CONTINUED…

Holy Cross, Belmont
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True Thanksgiving
by Father JOhn

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything
give thanks; for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus for you.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
The notion of gratitude is particularly evident in
the month of December as we give to many
philanthropic organizations. Yet the manner in
which we express our gratitude may need to be
reevaluated. Are we fulfilling the message that St.
Paul gives to the Thessalonians?
To better align with the words of St. Paul, let us
think of the following:
To whom we give thanks: God.

With what do we give thanks? Ourselves.
Just as we cherish the physical presence of our
loved ones, God cherishes that we are both
physically and spiritually present in church. Christ
not only offers us His blessings, but in the Divine
Liturgy, He offers Himself through his body and
blood. In turn, we must also offer Him our
presence, and partake in the Holy Eucharist as a
testament to our thankfulness and love for Him.
Oftentimes we overlook that “Eucharist” comes
from the Greek, eucharistia, which literally
translates to “thanksgiving.” By preparing for, and
partaking in Holy Communion, we declare our
gratitude to God.

We are naturally thankful for blessings so it is only
fitting to first give thanks to God who has
bestowed on us every blessing – whether it is
known or unknown, manifested or hidden.
Why we give thanks: Love.
Out of love, Christ gave thanks before breaking
bread with his disciples. Out of love, Christ gave
thanks before feeding the multitudes. Out of love
and not out of obligation, we too must give thanks
to God. Since “every good and perfect gift is from
above,” (James 1:17) we should give thanks to
Christ out of our love for Him.
When we give thanks: Always.
“Give thanks always for all things to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Ephesians 5:20) Our life is a gift, given by the
Giver of Life. No moment or breath should be
taken for granted. “In everything give thanks for
this is the will of God.” (1 Thess. 5:18)
Holy Cross, Belmont

In the end, it is through a meal that we can give
proper thanks: the Eucharistic meal—the
celebration of the Divine Liturgy. As we prepare
to celebrate Thanksgiving around our dining room
tables, let us remember to regularly celebrate our
gratitude during the Divine Liturgy. Only through
our Lord and Savior can we learn what is true
thanksgiving: always giving ourselves to God
in love.
Cross Currents – Page 7

St. John
Chrysostom
Oratorical
Festival
Every year the youth from grades 4-12 are given an amazing
opportunity from our Archdiocese that will greatly impact their
Orthodox faith, enhance their writing skills and improve their
public speaking abilities. The Oratorical Festival is a vital ministry
of our Church that should be participated by all of our young
people.
Why should I encourage my child to participate in the
Oratorical Festival?
• Public Speaking Experience. Whether giving a
presentation in the classroom or a job interview, public
speaking is a necessary tool in today’s world.
• Knowledge of our Faith. By researching and preparing a
presentation it will greatly enrich the knowledge and
understanding of the Orthodox faith for the entire family.
• Scholarships. Hellenic College offers The Chrysostom
Scholarship to each parish's top senior division speaker.
The Chrysostom Scholarship provides 100% of tuition for
the recipient's first year of study, and, based on a GPA
scale, up to 80% of tuition for three additional years.

This is truly a remarkable opportunity for all of our young
people. Please contact Fr. John for additional information.

Dance
by Kathy Roque

All of the Holy Cross dance groups
performed at this year's Festival. Our
groups had fantastic performances
culminating with a combined multi-group
performance honoring Elliniki Psihi's
Director, Peter Kalafatis for his dedication
to the Holy Cross Dance Program.
Have you ever wondered how many dance
groups there are at the Church of the Holy
Cross? What are the ages of groups and
how do I find out more information if I
want to get involved?
There are currently 4 dance groups at The
Church of the Holy Cross ranging from
Kindergarten to High School and beyond.
• Levendia (K - 2nd Grades)
Directed by Bessie Delis
and Nektaria Tsiglieris
• Nea Zoi (3rd - 6th Grades)
Directed by Kathy Flocas
• Thavma (7th - 9th Grades)
Directed by Evangelia Daskalakis,
Tiffany Kiniris and Eleni Prontzos
• Elliniki Psihi (High School & Up)
Directed by Lia Farantos
If you would like more information on any
of the groups, please contact Kathy
Roque, Paul Flocas or the Church office at
650.591.4447.

Congratulations to the
Holy Cross Belmont
Beasts for their excellent
participation in the San
Jose Volleyball
Tournament!
Holy Cross, Belmont
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GREEK SCHOOL
by Katina Mandas

Our 50th academic year is going great!
We had our first fundraiser of the year, our annual souvlaki sale on October 25th. It was a huge success. We thank our
volunteers and the greater community for supporting our efforts. The funds raised will go to our scholarship program.
Please go to our website http://www.belmontgreekschool.com/scholarship.html to view the details and
requirements. Applications must be postmarked by February 1st. We are looking forward to support a worthy scholar.
On the 25th, we also sponsored the coffee hour in celebration of Oxi Day and honored our students who took the Greek
Language certificate exam. We are super proud of them!! The picture shows our students being awarded their
certificates by Father John. This years recipients were:
Award recipients this year:
A1 (Ages 8 - 12)
Stefanos Rosenbaum
Rafael Kalatzis
Alexandra Iliopoulou
Katerina Gardner
Fotini Argyris
Aris Antoniadis
Lydia Andreadis
Fiona Alexander
Nefeli Tsangaropoulos
Loukas Triant
A2 + B1
Mary Papadopoulos
Michael Kamenis
Venetia Prontzos
B1
Alexios Stavropoulos
G1
Aphroditee Gounaropoulos
A special congratulations goes to Aphroditee Gounaropoulos who recently finished high school in Burlingame. She was
tested along with 350 other students having Greek as their second language and qualified after successfully passing the
"Diploma Ellinomatheias" in the USA. She was admitted and tested in the "Panellinies" in Greece and received enough
points to be one of the six finalists in Greece and first in Heraklion Crete. She now attends the University in Crete for a
6-year medical program. The Greek school is very proud to have her as a graduate of our school and we wish her
continued success!
Finally, as the Holiday season approaches, we continue to sell gift cards. We have cards from all different grocery and
retail stores as well restaurants. For each card our school receives a percentage. So, the school benefits without any
extra cost you. Consider buying a certificate for Thanksgiving groceries or Christmas gifts. See Theodora Kounalakis in
the Greek school office.
Stay tuned for more information regarding our 50th celebration.
Holy Cross, Belmont
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Upcoming EVENTS

FAMILY SHARING
Wednesday, December 16

Check out our
new app!

Receiving Home
Monday, December 21
6 – 8 pm in The Oaks

6:00 pm in the Hall
Help this wonderful cause by
adopting an angel, donating
food/gifts and coming to the
Church on the 15th to help
deliver these goods to families
in need.
Please contact
Anastacia Stamates at

Stay current with the
Church of the Holy Cross
with the new mobile app.
Look for “GO Holy Cross”
in your iPad / iPhone App
store or in your Android

anastaciams@yahoo.com

Google Play Store.

Vasilopita Luncheon
Sunday,
January 10, 2016

House Blessings

Holy Cross hosts young
people from local
children’s shelters for an
evening of Christmas
Tree decorating, a warm

GODPARENT SUNDAY
January 31, 2016

Please contact the
Church Office to
schedule your house
blessing for the month
of January!
Forms are also online.

Hear the Gospel and receive
Holy Communion
with your Godchild
Godparents Brunch after
Liturgy

Holy Cross, Belmont
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WINTER 2015

Your birth, O Christ our God Has shed upon the
world the light of knowledge; For through it, those
who worship the stars have learned from a star to
worship You, the Sun of Justice and to recognize
You as the Orient From On High.
Glory be to You, O Lord!

