The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone Four)
When the women Disciples of the Lord had learned from the
Angel the joyful message of the Resurrection and rejected the
ancestral decision, they cried aloud to the Apostles
triumphantly: Death has been despoiled, Christ God has risen,
granting His great mercy to the world.
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Apolytikion of Sunday after Theophany (Tone One)
Lord, when You were baptized in the Jordan, the veneration of
the Trinity was revealed. For the voice of the Father gave
witness to You, calling You Beloved, and the Spirit, in the
guise of a dove, confirmed the certainty of His words. Glory to
You, Christ our God, who appeared and enlightened the world.
Apolytikion of the Holy Cross (Tone One)
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting our
rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your
commonwealth by Your Cross.
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen
klironomiansu, nikas tis vasilevsi kata varvaran
doroomenos, ke to son feelaton, dia tu Stavru su,
politevma.

Kontakion (Tone Four)
Today You appeared to the world, and Your light, O Lord, has
left its mark upon us as in fuller understanding we sing to You:
“You came, You were made manifest, the unapproachable
light.”

The Epistle is from Ephesians 4:7-13

BRETHREN, grace was given to each of us according to the measure of Christ's
gift. Therefore it is said, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and
he gave gifts to men." (in saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had
also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is he who also
ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) And his gifts were
that some should be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of
Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.

The Gospel is from Matthew 4:12-17

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been arrested,
he withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth he went and
dwelt in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun
and Naphtali, that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled: "The land of Zebulun and the land of
Naphtali, toward the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of the
Gentiles, the people who sat in darkness have seen a great
light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of
death light has dawned." From that time Jesus began to
preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand."

Memorial Prayers

. . . are offered for the repose of the soul of Argero Chrisafis, marking forty days
since her passing; and, Jennifer Rudomanski Stone, marking 5 years. May our good
and loving God grant them a place in His kingdom.

Saint of the Day: Polyeuctos

Saint Polyeuctus was the first martyr in the Armenian city of
Melitene. He was a soldier under the emperor Decius (249-251)
and he later suffered for Christ under the emperor Valerian (253259). The saint was friend also of Nearchos, a fellow-soldier and
firm Christian, but Polyeuctus, though he led a virtuous life,
remained a pagan.
When the persecution against Christians began, Nearchos
said to Polyeuctus, “Friend, we shall soon be separated, for they
will take me to torture, and you alas, will renounce your
friendship with me.” Polyeuctus told him that he had seen Christ
in a dream, Who took his soiled military cloak from him and
dressed him in a radiant garment. “Now,” he said, “I am prepared
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Enflamed with zeal, Saint Polyeuctus went to the city
square, and tore up the edict of Decius which required everyone
to worship idols. A few moments later, he met a procession
carrying twelve idols through the streets of the city. He dashed
the idols to the ground and trampled them underfoot.
His father-in-law, the magistrate Felix, who was
responsible for enforcing the imperial edict, was horrified at what
Saint Polyeuctus had done and declared that he had to die for
this. “Go, bid farewell to your wife and children,” said Felix.
Paulina came and tearfully entreated her husband to renounce Christ. His father-inlaw Felix also wept, but Saint Polyeuctus remained steadfast in his resolve to suffer
for Christ.
With joy he bent his head beneath the sword of the executioner and was
baptized in his own blood. Soon, when the Church of Christ in the reign of Saint
Constantine had triumphed throughout all the Roman Empire, a church was built at
Melitene in honor of the holy Martyr Polyeuctus. Many miracles were worked
through the intercession of Saint Polyeuctus. In this very church the parents of Saint
Euthymius the Great (January 20) prayed fervently for a son. The birth of this great
luminary of Orthodoxy in the year 376 occurred through the help of the holy Martyr
Polyeuctus.
(continued)

Saint Polyeuctus was also venerated by Saint Acacius, Bishop of Melitene
(March 31), a participant in the Third Ecumenical Council, and a great proponent of
Orthodoxy. In the East, and also in the West, the holy Martyr Polyeuctus is
venerated as a patron saint of vows and treaty agreements.
The Polyeucte Overture of French composer Paul Dukas is only one of many
pieces of classical music inspired by the saints. It premiered in January of 1892.
French dramatist Pierre Corneille has also written a play, Polyeucte (1642), based
on the martyr’s life.

Saint of the Week: Gregory of Nyssa

Saint Gregory, the younger brother of Basil the Great,
illustrious in speech and a zealot for the Orthodox Faith,
was born in 331. His brother Basil was encouraged by
their elder sister Macrina to prefer the service of God to a
secular career (see July 19); Saint Gregory was moved in a
similar way by his godly mother Emily, who, when
Gregory was still a young man, implored him to attend a
service in honor of the holy Forty Martyrs at her retreat at
Annesi on the River Iris. Saint Gregory came at his
mother's bidding, but being wearied with the journey, and
feeling little zeal, he fell asleep during the service. The
Forty Martyrs then appeared to him in a dream,
threatening him and reproaching him for his slothfulness.
After this he repented and became very diligent in the
service of God.
Gregory became bishop in 372, and because of his
Orthodoxy he was exiled in 374 by Valens, who was of
one mind with the Arians. After the death of Valens in
378, Gregory was recalled to his throne by the Emperor
Gratian. He attended the Local Council of Antioch, which sent him to visit the
churches of Arabia and Palestine, which had been defiled and ravaged by Arianism.
He attended the Second Ecumenical Council, which was assembled in
Constantinople in 381. Having lived some sixty years and left behind many
remarkable writings, he reposed about the year 395. The acts of the Seventh
Ecumenical Council call him 'Father of Fathers."

