The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Vareis)
By your cross you destroyed death, and opened paradise to the
thief. You transformed the sorrow of the Myrrh-bearers, and
commanded the apostles to proclaim that you have risen from
the dead, Christ our God, granting to the world great mercy.
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Apolytikion for Saint James the Persian (Tone One)
Be entreated, O Lord, by the sufferings endured for You by the
Saints, and we pray You, heal all our pain.
Apolytikion of the Holy Cross (Tone One)
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your
commonwealth by Your Cross.
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu, nikas
tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son feelaton, dia
tu Stavru su, politevma.
Kontakion in Preparation for the Nativity of Our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ (Tone Three)
Today the Virgin comes to the cave to ineffably give birth, to
the eternal Logos. Hearkening to this, rejoice, O Universe, with
the angels and shepherds glorify Him, the God before all ages,
who willed to be beheld as a young child.

The Epistle is from Ephesians 2:14-22

Brethren, Christ is our peace, who has made us both one, and has broken down the
dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law of commandments and
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so
making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross,
thereby bringing the hostility to an end. And he came and preached peace to you
who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him we both have
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and
sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built into it for a
dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

The Gospel is from Luke 18:18-27

A

t that time, a ruler came to Jesus and
asked him, "Good Teacher, what shall I
do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said
to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is
good but God alone. You know the
commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, Do
not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness,
Honor your father and mother.' " And he said,
"All these I have observed from my youth." And
when Jesus heard it, he said to him, "One thing
you still lack. Sell all that you have and
distribute it to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." But
when he heard this he became sad, for he was
very rich. Jesus looking at him said, "How hard
it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! For it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
God." Those who heard it said, "Then who can be saved?" But he said, "What is
impossible with men is possible with God."

Saint of the Day: James the Persian

This Saint was from the city of Bythlaba and was of noble birth;
he was the closest and most honoured friend of Isdiger (or
Yazdegerd) I, King of Persia (reigned 399-420). Though a
Christian from his youth, James renounced Christ because he was
allured by the King's friendship and flatteries. When his mother
and his wife learned of this, they declared to him by letter that they
would have nothing more to do with him, since he had preferred a
glory that is temporal to the love of Christ. Wounded in soul by
these words and coming to himself, the Saint wept over his error,
and repudiated the worship of the idols. Therefore, becoming
exceedingly wroth, the King - this was Bahram (or Varahran) V
(reigned 421-438), Isdiger's son and successor - condemned him to
a most bitter death, the likes of which not even a brute beast was
ever condemned to: that is, his body was dismembered at every
joint of his arms and legs. And so, when he had been cut asunder limb by limb to his very
hips and shoulders, the courageous Martyr was finally beheaded, in the year 421.

Saint for the Week: Philaretos

Saint Philaret a native of Paphlagonia in Asia Minor, was a
virtuous Christian layman who lived in lawful wedlock and raised
a family. He was most renowned for his generosity to all in need.
With the permission of God, in a short space of time he lost the
greater part of his possessions to theft and other misfortunes and
was left with nothing but his family, his home, and a little
livestock. Yet he continued to give generously to the poor despite
the faint-heartedness of his family, who reproached him for giving
alms when they were in need themselves; and God, seeing his
faith, restored his prosperity to him many times over. He foresaw
the day of his death, and reposed in an odour of sanctity in
Constantinople in 789.

Memorial prayers . . .

. . . are offered for the repose of the soul of Argero Chrisafis, marking one year
since her passing; Andrew Chrisafis, marking sixteen years; Demie Chrisafis
Alevizos, marking eight years; Paul Hansel, marking nineteen years; Helen
Stephens Hansel, marking nine years; Basiliki Spanos, marking eight years; George
Spanos, marking six years; and, Joseph Pantalone, marking six months. May our
good and loving God grant them a place in His Kingdom.

