The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Plagal One)
When the women Disciples of the Lord had learned from the
Angel the joyful message of the Resurrection and rejected the
ancestral decision, they cried aloud to the Apostles
triumphantly: Death has been despoiled, Christ God has risen,
granting His great mercy to the world.
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Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross (Tone One)
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your
commonwealth by Your Cross.
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu, nikas
tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son feelaton, dia
tu Stavru su, politevma.
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Kontakion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross (Tone Four)
Lifted up on the Cross by Your free will, Christ God, grant
mercies to the new commonwealth that bears Your name.
Gladden our faithful rulers by Your power, giving them
victories over their adversaries. May Your alliance be for them
a weapon for peace, an invincible standard.

The Epistle is from Galatians 2:16-20
Brethren, knowing that a man is not justified by works of the law but through faith
in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by
faith in Christ, and not by works of the law, because by works of the law shall no
one be justified. But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were
found to be sinners, is Christ then an agent of sin? Certainly not! But if I build up
again those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor. For I
through the law died to the law, that I might live to God. I have been crucified with
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live
in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.

The Gospel is from Mark 8:34-38; 9:1

T

he Lord said: "If anyone
wishes to come after me, let
him deny himself and take
up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose
it; and whoever loses his life for my
sake and the gospel's will save it. For
what does it profit a man, to gain the
whole world and forfeit his life? For
what can a man give in return for his
life? For whoever is ashamed of me
and my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of man also be ashamed, when he comes in
the glory of his Father with the holy angels." And he said to them, "Truly, I say to
you, there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the
kingdom of God come with power."

Saint of the Day: Eumenions, Bishop of Gortynia

This Saint took up the monastic life from his youth, and
later became Bishop of Gortynia in Crete. He travelled to
Rome, and to Thebes in Upper Egypt, where through his
prayers he ended a drought; there also, after working many
miracles, he reposed in deep old age. His holy relics were
returned to Gortynia and buried at the place called Raxos.

Saint for the Week: Eustathius

The holy Martyr Eustathius before his baptism was an
illustrious Roman general named Placidas in the days of the
Emperor Trajan. While hunting in the country one day, he
was converted to the Faith of Christ through the apparition
of an uncommonly majestic stag, between whose antlers he
saw the Cross of Christ, and through which the Lord spoke
to him with a human voice. Upon returning home, he
learned that his wife Tatiana had also had a vision in which
she was instructed to become a Christian. They sought out
the Bishop of the Christians and were baptized, Placidas
receiving the name Eustathius, and Tatiana the name
Theopiste; their two sons were baptized Agapius and
Theopistus. The family was then subjected to such trials as Job endured. Their
servants died, all their goods were stolen, and on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem they
were scattered abroad, each not even knowing if the others were still alive. By the
providence of God, they were united again after many years, and returned to Rome
in glory. Nevertheless, when they refused to sacrifice to the idols-a public sacrifice
from which no Roman general could be absent-the Emperor Hadrian, who had
succeeded Trajan, had them put into a large bronze device in the shape of a bull,
which was heated with fire until they died. When their holy bodies were removed,
they were found to be without harm. They suffered martyrdom about the year 126.

