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The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 
 
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Plagal One) 
O Faithful, let us sing a hymn of praise and worship to the 
Logos who is coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, who 
was born of the Virgin for our salvation. Of His own will, He 
went upon the Cross in the flesh and suffered death, to raise 
the dead through His glorious Resurrection. 
 
Apolytikion for Archangel Michael (Tone Four) 
O Commanders of the Heavenly Host, we the unworthy 
beseech you, that through your entreaties you will fortify us, 
guarding us in the shelter of the wings of your ethereal glory, 
even as we fervently bow before you crying: "Deliver us from 
all danger, as Commanders of the Powers on high! " 
 
Apolytikion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross 
(Tone One) 
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting 
our rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your 
commonwealth by Your Cross. 
 
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu, 
nikas tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son 
feelaton, dia tu Stavru su, politevma. 
 
Kontakion for the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone Four) 
In your holy birth, Immaculate One, Joachim and Anna were 
rid of the shame of childlessness; Adam and Eve of the 
corruption of death. And so your people, free of the guilt of 
their sins, celebrate crying: "The barren one gives birth to the 
Thetokos, who nourishes our life." 
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The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians 1:21-24; 2:1-4 
Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us; 
he has put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. 
But I call God to witness against me - it was to spare you that I refrained from 
coming to Corinth. Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you for your 
joy, for you stand firm in your faith. For I made up my mind not to make you 
another painful visit. For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the 
one whom I have pained? And I wrote as I did, so that when I came I might not 
suffer pain from those who should have made me rejoice, for I felt sure of all of 
you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. For I wrote you out of much affliction 
and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but to let you know 
the abundant love that I have for you. 
 
The Gospel is from Matthew 22:2-14 

The Lord said this parable, "The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a king who gave a marriage feast for 
his son, and sent his servants to call 
those who were invited to the marriage 
feast; but they would not come. Again 
he sent other servants, saying, 'Tell 
those who are invited, Behold, I have 
made ready my dinner, my oxen and 
my fat calves are killed, and 
everything is ready; come to the 

marriage feast.' But they made light of it and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 
The king was angry, and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding is ready, but those invited were 
not worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as 
many as you find.' And those servants went out into the streets and gathered all whom 
they found, both bad and good; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had 
no wedding garment; and he said to him, 'Friend, how did you get in here without a 
wedding garment?' And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 'Bind 
him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep and 
gnash their teeth.' For many are called, but few are chosen." 
  



Saint of the Day – Miracle at Colassai  
of Archangel Michael 

The feast today in honour of the Archangel Michael 
commemorates the great miracle he wrought when he 
delivered from destruction a church and holy spring 
named for him. The pagans, moved by malice, sought to 
destroy the aforesaid church and holy spring by turning 
the course of two rivers against them. But the Archangel 
appeared and, by means of the Cross and a great 
earthquake that shook the entire area, diverted the waters 
into an underground course. Henceforth, the name of that 
place changed from Colossae to Chonae, which means 
"funnels" in Greek. 
 

Saint of the Week – Pulcheria the Empress 
The Holy Right-Believing Empress Pulcheria, daughter of the 
Byzantine emperor Arcadius (395-408), was coregent and 
adviser of her brother Theodosius the Younger (408-450). 
She received a broad and well-rounded education, and 
distinguished herself by her wisdom and piety, firmly 
adhering to Orthodox teaching. Through her efforts the 
church of the Most Holy Theotokos was built at Blachernae, 
and also other churches and monasteries. 

Through the intrigues of enemies and of Eudokia, the 
wife of the emperor Theodosius the Younger, Saint Pulcheria 
was removed from power. She withdrew into seclusion, and 
lived a pious life. Without her benificent influence, conditions 
in the capital deteriorated. She returned after a while, following the urgent request 
of her brother. Then the unrest provoked by emerging heresies was quelled. 

After the death of Theodosius the Younger, Marcian (450-457) was chosen 
emperor. Saint Pulcheria again wanted to withdraw into her seclusion, but both the 
emperor and officials entreated her not to refuse the throne, but to marry the 
emperor Marcian. For the common good she consented to become Marcian’s wife if 
she were allowed to preserve her virginity within the marriage. They were married, 
but lived in purity as brother and sister. 

Through the efforts of Saint Pulcheria, the Third Ecumenical Council was 
held at Ephesus in 431 to address the heresy of Nestorius; and also the Fourth 



Ecumenical Council which was convened at Chalcedon in the year 451, to deal with 
the heresies of Dioscorus and Eutychius. 

Saint Pulcheria built the church of the Mother of God at Blachernae at 
Constantinople, and also found the relics of the Forty Martyrs of Sebaste (March 9). 

Throughout her life Saint Pulcheria defended the Orthodox Faith against 
various heresies. After giving away her wealth to the poor and to the Church, she 
died peacefully at the age of fifty-four in the year 453. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Prayers 
. . . are offered for the repose of the soul of Ranea Pallad, marking one year since 
her passing; and, Gus Pallad, marking twelve years. May our good and loving God 
grant them a place in His Kingdom. 
 


